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        JUDr. Ing. Jozef Konkoly 

           starosta obce Kechnec 
 

“Kultúra – Európske dimenzie” 

Magnificences, spectabiles, honorabiles, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Esteemed Colleagues! 

It is with great respect and gratitude that I am accepting the decision of the 

Scientific Council of the Kiev University of Law of the National Academy of Sci-

ences of Ukraine to confer the honorary degree of Doctor Honoris Causa on me.  

I highly appreciate the prestigious award conferred on me by the University and 

perceive it as an extraordinary honour. 

Man is not only a material being, he is a spiritual entity at the same time. Hu-

man freedom, creativity and the defence of truth are the factors, which supported 

and developed through education, science and research and accompanied with 

teaching to assume initiative and responsibility, can form the basis for better and 

more human 21
st
 Century. 

Education is the way for seeking truth, for accepting truth, for living in truth. 

Throughout history, each time when Europe appreciated learning, free colleges and 

universities were built up and Europe was growing in terms of development, of 

economic and social progress. Whenever free colleges and universities were forci-

bly closed, the Dark Age was coming. 

Education and culture influence every significant aspect of social life: poli-

tics, law, economics and relations between people. If there is lack of education and 

culture, it is felt everywhere. If they are actively present, they bear good fruit. And 

therefore, education and culture are actually the keys to the future, not only for 

Ukraine and for Europe, but also for the whole world.  
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Common Europe is a synonym of openness. Genuine openness begins with 

opening of mind and of heart, of reason and of honour. Therefore, it is necessary to 

strive in order that the European dimension of today’s Ukraine may be manifested 

through thinking, in other words, through creativeness and competitiveness and 

also through openness of heart, which implies mutual solidarity, social empathy 

and responsibility. 

From today’s point of view, a lot of work is still needed on the way of trans-

formation of colleges and universities into genuine centres of gravity for education 

and for becoming the driving force behind social progress. However, to adopt sys-

tem measures and to increase financial resources is much easier than to change the 

inherited ways of thinking, habitual attitudes and traditional procedures. Colleges 

and universities in Ukraine are currently going through a significant process of 

transformation of property rights and of legislative regulations, which has created 

an important framework for further development. This framework is based in par-

ticular on the Bologna process of higher education, which extends beyond the 

boundaries of the European Union and has become a truly all-European process.  

Thanks to upbringing and education, knowledge and culture are passed down 

from generation to generation. Every society is actually a specific partnership be-

tween all those who were here before us and between ourselves – and at the same 

time a partnership between us and those who will come after us. What we shall 

leave to posterity, in addition to material goods, is primarily our cultural heritage, 

our knowledge and social awareness. And that is why education is a matter of 

highest priority.  

Once again, I express my sincere gratitude for the precious award conferred 

on me. I wish to the Kiev University of Law and to all of you a lot of mutual un-

derstanding, vigour and enthusiasm in the creative development of education – in 

the service of human knowledge. 


